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The Setting of the Problem

Since the end of World War Two some 570,000,- 
000 Asians have become free. Empires which had held 
sway over Asia for centuries and which before the 
outbreak of war had appeared impregnable, tottered 
and crumbled to dust within less than five years of 
the ending of the war.

The swiftness and sureness with which these 
570,000,000 Asians gained freedom was the result of 
the confidence and determination of the people to re­
cover their self respect. No power on earth can hold 
down a people who have decided to be free.

This uncompromising faith in a people’s right to 
be their own masters in their own country is the rea­
son why colonial rule has come to an end in practi­
cally the whole of Asia except Malaya.

Malaya is still subject to colonial rule. It is one 
of the few countries in the world where so-called 
national leaders are found wrangling among them­
selves as to whether it would be wise for 7,000,000 
Malayans to have freedom too soon. They entertain us 
with pious bleats about the virtues of a free and demo­
cratic world. But when these rights are claimed for 
the people of Malaya these “leaders” proclaim their 
doubts and fears about democratic and independent 
Malaya.

The People’s Action Party has no such fears or 
doubts. If 1,270,000,000 people in Asia can be free 
without disaster engulfing them, then the 7,000,000 
people of Malaya need not tremble at the thought of 
a free Malaya.
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colonial type of economy and the colonial form of 
political society which they have established in Mala­
ya. A bit of whitewashing here and a bit of tinkering 
there will not make a machinery designed for the 
preservation of colonial interests work properly in the 
interests of a free Malayan society.

This failure to grasp the essential characteristics 
of a colonial society has misled certain political par­
ties and leaders into declaring that the Federation 
includes a number of “independent sovereign” states 
and that in Singapore colonialism is freely and deli­
berately obliterating itself.

The People’s Action Party has no such illusions. 
It recognizes the fact that various constitutional 
changes have been introduced to bring the colonial 
machinery up to date so that it will still function 
efficiently as such inspite of growing political and 
economic discontent and a vigorous rising nationalism.
Where ultimate control lies.

The constitutional reforms we have had since the 
war have not removed from the colonial power ulti­
mate control over the affairs of this country.

Where there is a serious conflict between the 
interests of Malaya and those of Britain, our interests 
have been and will continue to be subordinated to 
those of Britain. Destinations! control over rubber, 
though detrimental to Malaya’s economic interests, 
was nevertheless imposed to satisfy the requirements 
of Britain’s foreign policy. Malaya’s substantial dollar 
earnings have been used largely to solve Britain’s 
econmoic difficulties.

To have a grasp of the reality of colonial control 
we must lay bare the economic basis of imperial rule 
in this country. An understanding of the economics of 
colonialism is essential if we are not to be dazzled by 
the whitewash used to cover up the less pleasing facts.

It is not love which drives one country to control 
another. A colonial power does not expend its wealth 
and the lives of its soldiers on acquiring colonies be­
cause it cannot bear the sight of backward people 
languishing in poverty and barbarism. A colonial 
power has always been quick to detect the absence of 
such humanitarian zeal in a rival colonial power.
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Ervpire is commerce.
Colonies were acquired mainly for commercial 

reasons. They are retained for the same reasons. 
These economic motives have occasionally broken 
through the moralisings of colonial statesmen. 
“Empire is commerce,” declaied Joseph Chamberlain 
in the 19th century. Similar confessions have been 
made in the 20th century. In 1943, in the midst of a 
war for the Four Freedoms, Lord Cranborne, Domi­
nions Secretary in the British Parliament, warned 
that “ those who could not look beyond their personal 
interests should remember that their employment and 
standard of living depended mainly on the existence 
of empire.” And in 1946, the late Ernest Levin, Foreign 
Secretary in the First Labour Government in Britain, 
his socialism notwithstanding, declared: “I am not 
prepared to sacrifice the British Empire because I 
know that if the British Empiie fell...... it would
mean the standard of life of our constituencies would 
fall considerably.”

The economic structure a colonial power creates 
and maintains in a dependent territory reveals the 
real motive of empire building. The primary function 
of a colonial economy is to increase the wealth of 
the mother country. The economy of a colony is de­
signed to supplement the economy of the mother 
country and it is never allowed to develop in such a 
way as to jeopardize the economy of the mother 
country.
Malaya’s colonial economy

In this sense Malaya has a colonial economy and 
it will remain so until control over Malaya’s affairs 
passes into the hands of Malayans.

The essential feature of Malaya’s economy is its 
over-dependence on the production of two raw mate­
rials — rubber and tin. Our wealth depends on our 
being able to dispose of these two raw materials in 
substantial quantities in foreign markets. Everyone, 
including the upholders of colonial rule in Malaya, 
agrees that our economy is precarious because it de­
pends upon fluctuating markets in distant parts of the 
world. In effect, our prosperty depends on the capacity 
of America to consume our tin and rubber.

It is against the interests of Malaya to rely so 
heavily on a single American market. This becomes all 
the more culpable in view of the unstable character 
of the American economy. American demand for our 
two raw materials is stimulated only when inter­
national tensions increase. The price of our two com­
modities has increased when prospects of war increas­
ed and has declined when international tensions eased.

But instead of steering away from this lop-sided 
dependence on the American market, our economy is 
being lashed even more firmly to the fickle American 
market.

The reasons for this disastrous policy is the over­
riding needs of the controlling colonial power. Mala­
ya’s economy has been and is designed to bolster up 
and supplement the economy of Britain.
Dollars for Britain

Britain needs American dollars to maintain her 
balance of trade. The need for American dollars has 
become very urgent in the post-war world. Britain 
cannot, on her own, earn enough dollars to sustain 
her economy and her high standard of living. Indus­
trial America cannot absorb enough of the industrial 
goods that Britain produces.

Rubber and tin among the few commodities that 
an otherwise self-sufficient America will buy in sub­
stantial quantities. So since the war Malaya has con­
centrated on selling as much rubber and tins as the 
Americans could use or stockpile. This feverish drive 
to get as much dollars as we can for Britain has, 
more than ever before, increased our dependence on 
the American market.
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Domination over Malaya’s economy is exerted 
not only through decisive political control from Bri­
tain but also through direct Britishi investments m 
Malaya1 Thiee-fourths of rubber estates of over loo 
acres (and these constitute about 60 per cent of the 
total acreage) are European-owned.

‘Rriticih capital is even more firmly entrenched 
in the in industry. British capital, in other words, 
has a considerable control over our economy by vir. 
tue of its dominating interest in our two major enter­
prises — tin and rubber.

In addition control over Malaya’s banking, in­
surance, shipping and export and import business is 
in the hands of foreign capital. Roughly about 70 per 
cent of commercial investments are in British hands 
thus securing for Britain a predominant economic 
control in Malaya’s rubber and tin industries, in 
trade, banking and industry. British business inter­
ests can, through their representatives in the British 
Parliament, exert political influence over Malaya.

Our economy is dominated by a highly industria­
lized metro-politan power. Malaya has been developed 
as a source of raw materials for British and foreign 
industries and as an outlet for the capital and goods 
of the controlling power. Our financial, trade and tariff 
policies are subject to final control from Britain. Our 
currency is linked to sterling and our banking system 
is foreign-controlled.

In face of tese facts it is difficult to maintain the 
pretence that Malaya is not a colonial country and 
that an economy such as this does not seriously res- 
tnct whatever political power may be given us 
through various constitutional reforms.
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Colonialism revived

• Howeverthe Malayan Union scheme, announced' 
October 1945, was the first clear indication that 

reimposition of British economic and political control- 
lather than the liquidation of colonialism was the 
Primary intention. To do this the colonial power lined 
up with reactionary and conservative elements arid 
against progressive and democratic forces in Malaya. '

The progressive forces demanded a fully elected 
legislature, on the basis of universal adult suffrage? 
The Malayan Union scheme stood for a legislature 
filled with nominees favourably disposed to the old- 
type colonial regime.

The democratic forces asked for a united Malaya.. 
The Malayan Union scheme decided the separation of: 
Singapore from the Federation.

When the reactionary elements led an “opposi­
tion” against the Malayan Union Proposals, the colo­
nial power was only too ready to appease this opposi­
tion. For this opposition led by local reactionaries, for, 
all its sabre-rattling was not indisposed to the re-, 
establishment of the props of a colonial society shat­
tered by Japanese imperialism.

Malaya divided

Is it any wonder that the colonial power agreed 
to scrap the Malayan Union proposals in favour of the 
even more anti-democratic FeceraUon Agreement? 
The Federation Agreement tacitly accepted the division 
of Malaya and the institution of a legislature amen­
able to the will and interests of the colonial power. 
h was agreeable to the re-imposition of colonial rule. J’S? ^differed from the Malayan Union proposals 
wa^'n ‘nhSng the illusion that the Malay stales 
were sovereign independent states.
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Cultural Freedom
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Qiinprfirial regard is paid to vernacular education , . ^PpHimttion Ordinance passed in the Federation 
bPtrlvs tts colonial genesis by the tacit assumption 
that Salayanization” is to be achieved by the relega. 
ion of Chinese and Tamil languages to positions of 

unimportance and the countinuance of Malay langu- 
age at a slightly higher level of stagnation.

In short the “Malayanization” of Malaya is equat­
ed with cultural anglicization.

Linguistic Diversity
This education policy is justified on the ground 

that an independent Malaya must be based on linguis­
tic uniformity. Linguistic diversity, we are repeatedly 
told, is one of the great obstacles to political unity 
and’independence. We repudiate the proposition that 
suppression of the mother tongues or their relegation 
to positions of minor importance is a prerequisite for 
national unity. Linguistic diversity is in no way in­
compatible with the interests of a united Malayan 
nation. The immediate barrier to unity and indepen­
dence is not linguistic differences but colonial rule 
and the unequal and unbalanced economic develop 
ment of the three main Malayan communities which 
colonial rule has engendered. Having regard to the 
racial composition of Malaya official recognition 
should be given to Chinese and Tamil languages 
together with English and Malay which are now the 
two official languages of the Government in the 
Federation.

Lingua Franca

. A da8ua franca is necessary and moral, political 
Pn«iRiact^al considerations make Malay, rather than 
n?flfthivrJS»e °^V1OUS choice. The alleged inadequacy 
interest^1™. language as a lingua franca is not dis- 
sia freed Th® MalaY language in Indone-
becomim? a !X2-Ulch gonial restraints, is rapidly 
communication11!^!11;61181^ means of expression and 
industry and tb-? .^ence and technology, commerce, 
language in ^maruties. By contrast the Malay 
language in this colonial country remains static.
The aims of the Party
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towards the present economic structure with its great 
inequalities of wealth and its inherent instabil y.

End Emergency Laws
The unions were the first to suffer under the 

Emergency Laws proclaimed in June 1948. So cowed 
and uncertain of their rights had the unions become 
under the impact of the Emergency Laws that the 
Government itself was forced to issue assurances to 
prevent the trade union movement from disintegrat­
ing altogether.

- But assurances notwithstanding, the Emergency 
Regulations, the various Trade Union enactments 
and the oppressive colonial Sedition Laws based not 
an the English Law but on the old Indian Codes which 
they expanded and embellished are serious restraints 
on the activities of democratic trade unions and of 
progressive anti-colonial forces. How can vigorous 
political parties develop when the freedoms of speech, 
association and assembly are curtailed by Emergency 
Regulations and restricted by laws which even friend­
ly critics maintain have converted this country into 
a Police State.
Arbitrary Powers

When a government is armed with arbitrary 
powers of arrest and indefinite detention without trial 
few would take the risk that what thev say and do 
would not provoke the Government into exercising 
the arbitrary powers it wields. For under the Emer­
gency Regulations one takes a gamble when one seeks 
to exercise the elementary rights and Privileges of a 
citizen in a democratic society.

There can be no winning of the “hearts and minds 
of the people under the oppressive atmosphere of 
the Emergency Regulations. The Emergency Regula tions have been with us for nearly six years Xs X 
People are becoming restive. They want to be free 
not gagged and bound by such arbitrary laws ’ 

poiltga;tpSesws& gho'1abonu?us,cah„ coD?u<>^ 
ajx and take great paVVoSd™ ekline 
problems of national liberty nnzi basicGon? Is it any wonder thS ^economic regenera- 
semblance of life only wh'pnPcf 1Ca Parties show a 
show on election day and opens theleaders to simulate democratic fervour? political
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right oef freeVexSetin»er# ci-iz-en should have the 
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ble peacefully and wSll°n and the right to assem- 
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the basis Active democracy is possible only on 
regard to r *Je.rate and educated nation. Having 
is under 21 ^a, nlore half i^^laya's population
tion is spread of compulsory and free educa-
wiDinff ‘ A-Y government that is unable or un- 
wi Provide every Malayan with an education
indnrw^i2 n an obstacle to Malayan democracy and 
childr eJ?Ce'ij^e believe that the education of our children should be carried out at any cost. The failure 

ine two colonial Governments in Malaya to give 
education to every child as a matter of right is one 
of the gravest indictments of the colonial system and 
its hangers-on.

Self-goverment means self-administration. A good 
indication of how far this country has been allowed 
to progress towards self-government by the colonial 
power is the extent to which Malayanisation of the 
civil service has been carried out. As in the political 
and economic sphere, so in the sphere of administra­
tion the spirit of colonialism prevails. Ultimate direc­
tion and control of administration is still in the hands 
of expatriate officers by virtue of their holding key 
posts in the administration. One cannot very well 
expect the upper hierarchy of the civil service to 
hasten the day of their own demise. What is required 
is a popularly elected government which really be­
lieves in the urgency of self-government and to this 
end is pi epared to carry out a genuine policy of 
Malayanisation of the civil service. At the moment 
Malayanisation is Malayanisation at the lower rungs 
of the civil service. The inner sanctum is still the 
monopoly of the expatriate officers.

Every true Malayan with any self-respect left in 
him must desire freedom in the same way as millions 
of our fellow Asians have desired it. National freedom 
is not a luxury because it is something which the 
overwhelming majority of humanity now enjoys and 
which it is prepared to defend with its very life. It is 
clonialism which is a “luxury” in the sense that it is 
a condition of existence limited to a small and dimi­
nishing group of peoples. We number among that 
group. Everywhere in Asia its peoples are marching 
forward under the stimulus of their newly won free­
dom. Pride in their worth as human beings and con­
fidence and ability to direct their destiny as they wish 
are part of the forces of the Asian Rennaisance.

Can we of Malaya afford to sit and watch the 
proud procession of free peoples of the world march 
past us? Must we crouch together trembling while 
so-called leaders warn us of the perils of being free?

Our party is not afraid of freedom whether it be 
tomorrow or to-day. Far from fearing it we thirst for 
national freedom — NOW.

„ irs of this country in the hands nr 
elected by its nationals and responsible only^^nt

Our party will seek to release th» . °
ual and political energies of the nAvAi trlemendous 

the restraints imposed on Us bv^hl Ay remov- 
l&ulations and by amending the reprossH'e^^ncy 

sedition to accord with the laws prevai al laws 
England. prevailing in

We believe that a national mov?mo«+ , 
brace the broadest masses of the people TMOUld em‘ aone only be permitting the workings A? can be 
jons to participate in the political life of th °rgan sa' 
Ve shall seek the immediate repeal of thotl ^untry. 

of the Trade Unions Ordinance prohffiff n/^1™5 
Unions from direct participation in politics also resist any attempt to pass on to™lWhe„sha11 
of wage-cuts, the burden of any economic re'ces^sffir^

We shall support any move for the diversificatinn 
of our economy by strengthening and 
our agriculture or by giving encouragement 
and protection for industries. ' UlP'Port

The organisation of economic life must conform 
to the principles of justice to the end that it may 
secure a decent standard of living for every man and 
woman. The right to employment must be reTomized 
by the state and the economic structure of the country 
must be such as to ensure that people are not sub­
jected to the privations and degradations that go with 
unemployment. It should be the duty of the state to 
provide for the sick, for those who for one reason or 
another are unable to work, the young and the aged 
or those disabled through industrial injuries.

We must reduce inequalities of wealth and ensure 
that workers by hand and brain get the full fruits of 
their industry and enterprise.

Though, because of the division of Malaya into 
two territories, we are technically a political party 
operating in Singapore we shall in all our approach 
to the problems of this country disregard the consti­
tutional division. We are as actively interested in the 
problems of our fellow Malayans in the Federation 
as we are in those of Singapore. When Malayans in 
the Federation who agree with our aims join us we 
shall work throughout Malaya.

We are also prepared to co-operate with other 
political parties who are genuinly interested in achiev­
ing real, not spurious, independence for our country.

We believe in the unity of the economy, political 
and cultural interests of the Malayan people. The tm- 
miner, the rubber tapper, the peasant on the sawanit 
small holder, the clerk, the professional man, the sma 
businessman, all workers by hand and brain, nave a 
vested interest in national freedom because y 
through national freedom can we now remove 
restraints that colonialism by its very nature nnp 
on our economic, political and cultural a^vancemen. 
We believe in the establishment of equal citizenship, 
regardless of race, religion or language to all 
who are prepared to give undivided loya - 
Malaya. We believe in the establishment of a single 
Malayan nationality based on the principle of jus . 
As long as this country is under' colonial rule we.*’ 
continue to have the comic-opera of having som - 
thing like nine to ten “national” states with spu


